
Is Q Fever hiding 
on your farms?

One out of two farms
could be at risk of Q Fever
Q Fever is a dangerous threat for you and your farms.  
Protect your farms, their profit and human health.

Vaccinate nowCOXEVAC®
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The values per country indicate the percentage of herds that tested 
positive to Q fever. Herd prevalence was determined by ELISA or PCR 
on bulk tank milk3. 

C. burnetii is able to travel up to 11 m
carried by the wind and infect other
herds in the process5

DID YOU KNOW ?

Via inhalation Faeces

Milk
Via blood (ticks)

Via ingestion

Birth and 
abortion 
products

C. burnetii is highly
resistant in the

environment6

Dust
4 months

Soil
5 months

Milk ambient T°
6 months

Faeces 
11 to 18 days

Tick faeces 
586 days

Meat at 4°C 
> 1 month

..................A potential threat 
to your farms

............................................................... Coxiella burnetii: 
Born to create trouble

Cattle are mainly infected 
by breathing in air particles 
contaminated with the bacteria.

Infected cows, even if asympto-
matic, shed C. burnetii mainly 
through birth or abortion 
products, but also in vaginal 
mucus, faeces and milk4.

With more than one out of 
two herds testing positive for 
Q Fever (in some areas of the 
UK), farmers can no longer 
afford to ignore this disease1,2
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PCR on 2 
freshly 
aborted
 dams

2 +ve

2 -ve

1 +ve
and

1 -ve

Q Fever is very likely the cause of 
abortions and present in the herd

Q Fever is involved in the cause for the 
abortions but further analysis are needed

Q Fever is probably not responsible 
for the repeated abortions

> 50 %
sero +

< 50 %
sero +

6 serological tests 
in dams with 
reproductive 
problems

Determine  the 
possible causes for 
this abortive episode

Build a control plan for Q Fever in 
your herd, including strict calving 
hygiene and vaccination Build with your 

veterinarian a 
control plan for Q 
Fever in your herd, 
including strict 
calving hygiene 
and vaccination

.......DIAGNOSTIC FLOW CHARTS

REPRODUCTIVE DISORDERS
Icons represent the herd status.

ABORTIVE EPISODES
Icons represent the herd status and dotted boxes 

represent actions and recommendations.  

PCR +

≥50% sero + ≥50% sero -

PCR -

BTM PCR 
+ 

Serology in 6 cows with 
repro disorders

OR AND

Q Fever is very likely the cause of 
abortions and present in the herd

Q Fever is probably not responsible 
for the repeated abortions

.................................helps tackle the reproductive 
impacts of      Fever 



COXEVAC®

...................................................A unique vaccine that 
effectively reduces bacterial load 
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40% increase in pregnancy rate at 1st AI5
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2 weeks less to become pregnant5 

£4
 OPEN 
DAY COST 10

/£56
14 days

Vaccination could 
represent a gain of 
£56/cow/lactation,
 just considering the  
reduction in days open 

less risk  of abortion830%
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Coxevac is the only ultra-purified 
phase I C. burnetii vaccine 
endowing an optimal cellular and 
humoral immune response

DID YOU KNOW ?

5 times lower 
risk of becoming a shedder - if naive and vaccinated before being serviced7 

not vaccinated vaccinated

.................................helps tackle the reproductive 
impacts of      Fever 



  A seropositive cow to Q fever has 2.5 times 
more risk of abortion and 1.5 times more 
risk of retained placenta8

  Herds with a positive bulk tank milk 
have 2.5 times greater risk to have a high 
incidence of metritis and endometritis11

............................................................  Fever is zoonotic

Abortion
DO YOU
RECOGNISE 
THESE SIGNS?

Premature calving

Infertility
Metritis

Retained placenta Stillbirth

Weak newborn

........A risk to 
the reproductive 
performance 
of herds

........A serious threat to farm profitability

cost of an 
abortion12

Any decrease in the herd 
reproductive performance strongly 
impacts farm profitability

cost of an extra 
day open10

£630
£4

Professionals like vets, farm advisers, farmers or abattoir workers are at increased 
risk of contracting Q fever. In most human cases it will remain asymptomatic. In 40% 
of cases, an acute disease will occur as a flu-like syndrome, miscarriage can occur in 
pregnant women. In 2% of cases, it will become chronic and can lead to hepatitis and/
or endocarditis.

DID YOU KNOW ?



PROTOCOL VACCINAL

P.V.1

P.V.1
Vaccine dose

P.V.2

First Year 9-12 months
3 weeks

1st primary vaccination injection

P.V.2 2st primary vaccination injection

According to a study by Courcoul in 2 11, a 5-year vaccination programme is necessary 
to clear the herd completely

4 ml in cattle

 2 ml in goats

Booster

9-12 months
Booster

Protect your farms13, 
vaccinate !
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COXEVAC® suspension for injection for cattle and goats contains inactivated Coxiella burnetii, strain Nine Mile ≥72 QF Unit*/ml. *Q-fever Unit: relative 
potency of phase I antigen measured by ELISA in comparison with a reference item. INDICATIONS: Cattle: For the active immunisation of cattle to lower 
the risk for non-infected animals vaccinated when non-pregnant to become shedder (5-times lower probability in comparison with animals receiving 
a placebo), and to reduce shedding of Coxiella burnetii in these animals via milk and vaginal mucus. Onset of immunity: not established. Duration 
of immunity: 280 days after completion of the primary vaccination course. Goats: For the active immunisation of goats to reduce abortion caused by 
Coxiella burnetii and to reduce shedding of the organism via milk, vaginal mucus, faeces and placenta. Onset of immunity: not established. Duration 
of immunity: one year after completion or the primary vaccination course. Legal Category: UK   POM-V   IE   POM
Please refer to the product packaging and leaflets for information about side effects, precautions, warnings and contra-indications.
Further information is available from the product SPC, data sheet or pack insert.

Prescription decisions are for the person issuing the prescription alone.  Use medicines responsibly (www.noah.co.uk/responsible)

Ceva Animal Health Ltd, 
Explorer House, Mercury Park, Wycombe Lane, 
Wooburn Green, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, HP10 0HH 
01628 334056   www.ceva.co.uk   www.qfever.co.uk
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